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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


July 27, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The President concurs with your opinion 
and has requested that you inform the 
Government of the Malagasy Republic 
that the appointment of Mr. Henri 
Raharijoana as Ambassador to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, 


fh F- 


Henry A. Kissinger 


Dispatched 7/27/72 -- full distribution made. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The President concurs with your opinion 
and has requested that you inform the 
Government of the Malagasy Republic 
that the appointment of Mr. Henri 
Raharijoana as Ambassador to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 
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Henry A. Kissinger 
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: General Haig 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


July 26, 1972 


CONF IDENT IAL 


Dear Mr, President: 


The Government of the Malagasy Republic has 
inquired whether our Government agrees to the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Henri Raharijoana as Ambassador to the 
United States, vice Mr, Apolinaire Andriatsiafajato, 
for whom agrément was granted on August 16, 1971, 
but whose nomination has now been withdrawn, A 
thorough review of United States Government records 
reveals no grounds for objection to the appointment 
of Mr, Raharijoana, 


I believe this appointment would be satisfactory. 
If you concur, I shall be pleased to inform the Govern- 
ment of the Malagasy Republic, 


Respectfully, 


William P, Rogers 


Enclosure: 
Biography, 


The President, 
The White House, 
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FOR: Jeanne Davis 
FROM: Fred Rondon#ie 


SUBJECT: Agrement e Henri Raharijoana - Ambassador 
to the US from Malagasy Republic 


Attached is a memorandum from Dr. Kissinger to the Secretary 
of State concurring in the appointment of Henri Raharijoana as 
Ambassador of the Malagasy Republic to the United States. 
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


Participants: His Excellency Philibert Tsiranana, 
President of the Republic... 
W. F. Miller, Charge d'Affaires a.i. 


Place : President's Office 
Date : May 3, 1972 
Subject : US-Malagasy Relations 


A little after 5 PM I was notified by telephone chat’ President 
Tsiranana wished to see me at 6 o'clock, .When.I arrived at the 
Presidency a\number of Ministers were waiting in the, antechamber, 
since consultations had been going on all day iniconnection with 
reorganization of the Government. I was received by-Tsiranana 
at 6:15 and we talked until a few minutes before 7 o'clock.: No 


one else sat i on the meeting until the saa Press Beegene 
was called in at the end. ' 


On being ushered \into the President's office I ipaateae with a grin 
that I doubted thet I was being called in as part of his "consulta- 
tions" on formation of a new Government... The President replied 
with an even broader grin that he had other things in mind as far 

as I was concerned.\, After a bit more friendly banter we got down 

to business. He bean by saying that above all he was a patriot. . 
Madagascar was a small country but he, as its Head’ of State, was 
responsible for its\well-being. This was paramount for him. He 
had been led to belikve that the United States had been guilty of 
wrongdoing in Madagascar. Of late he had given much ttought to the 
deterioration in relatkions with the United States that had resulted. 
He wanted to have good\ relations with the.United States... He said 
with 4 bit of, forced jdviality that ours wag a large country that 
was able to do, much by way of aid and assistance:for little, countries 
sych | as Madagascar .: He felt that the time had therefore come to let 
things blow over (laisse tomber) insofar as the ,irritang jin our 
relat ons was concerned. \We should let bygones be bygones and start 
afresh, 


t 


Accusations had been made against the United States.. He was now: 
convinced that these accusations were false. He had prayed to God 
to guide him in arriving at the truth. He was now in a position to 
say that he had been misled and that the United States was:not at 
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fault (n'etait pas fautif.) He then said that for my ears alone 
he would unburden himself of a confidence; he felt that he had 
been fed false information by other Malagasy and he was deter- 
mined now to ferret out the real guilty parties. 


Tsiranana said that he was telling me all this not only in my 
capacity as American Chargé but because he was fond of me personally 
and looked on me as a friend. "You are an honest man," he said. 

He then said that he had become convinced of US innocence when he 
had come to know that I had not been involved in any wrongdoing. I 
made no secret of my puzzlement at this remark and asked what he 
meant. He repeated the remark and I again said that I still did 

not understand the connection between the reference to me and the 
conviction he had arrived at of US innocence of the charges made 
against us last year. At this point he displayed his first bit of 
irritation in the conversation and snapped that I seemed not able to 
understand French very well (at which point in turn my S5-R5 sensi- 
tivity was piqued but as quickly and silently was throttled). 
Tsiranana patiently explained that the above explanation had contri-~ 
buted to his conclusion that the US was innocent of any wrongdoing. - 
Since this statement was a sweeping one that was in no way qualified 
and thus could be interpreted as clearing Ambassador Marshall and the 
other PNG'd officers, I did not press Tsiranana further but let matters 
lie. He had come to believe that the charges were not true, he said, 
and now he had to find out who had misled him. He said that he had 
called me in to tell me this. 


When he had finished I said that I too was a patriot and motivated 
solely by concern for the well-being of my country. The USG had 
from the outset insisted that the GOMR's accusations were without 
foundation and I was pleased now to hear the President admit that 
this was indeed true. We had never questioned his own good faith 
but had long felt that he must have been misled by false information 
and I had on numerous occasions so indicated to members of his close 
entourage. While pained at the deterioration in US-Malagasy rela- 
tions that had stemmed from the accusations of last June, the USG 
had at all times sought to act with restraint. In the year that had 
transpired since last June, we had been careful to inject no new 
irritant in US-Malagasy relations. In my own conversations over that 
period with members of his Government and entourage I had sought to 
contribute to clarification of the situation but I had gone only so 
far and no further. I recalled to him our conversation on April 13 
when I had said that we had faith in him and his 
sense of justice and, I had stressed then, we would not crowd him. 


| 
, 
, 
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We would wait for him to take the necessary initiative to "arrange 


' things" when he felt that he could do so. This had now occurred, 


and I was grateful for his admission of complete US innocence of 
any wrongdoing in Madagascar. I was also grateful for his kind 
words directed at my person, but quite apart from our own personal 
relationship it was the governmental relationship that counted. 


I was sure that Washington would be pleased to hear what he had 
just told me. But there was a problem. The accusations that had 
been made against the United States and the deterioration in rela- 
tions that had resulted had acquired an extra dimension by virtue 
of the fact that Ambassador Marshall was a close friend of President 
Nixon. The USG had not been able to take the accusations lightly 
and could not now simply let the whole matter "blow over." There 
was another complicating factor: so long as the GOMR charges were 
not publicly refuted, sispicion of US wrongdoing could continue to 
harm the US image in certain African countries where we were concerned 
for our interests. Tsiranana at this point interrupted to say with 
some indignation that he had never conveyed his accusations or sus- 
picions against us to any other African leader. I said that what I 
had been referring to were the press reports that had been prompted 
by the GOMR's accusations of last June and which had been read in. 
various African countries. I said that my recent two week swing 
through African countries in connection with my attendance at the 
Chiefs of Mission conference at Kinshasa had confirmed to me that 
some African leaders were still very much aware of the charges 
hanging over us in Madagascar. (N.B. This was a bit of an exag- 
geration, but it served to shut Tsiranana up on this point.) 


As a result, I continued, Washington felt strongly that something 
had to be done publicly to set the record straight. The President 
had now cleared us of any suspicion of wrongdoing. But Washington, 
because of the reasons I had indicated, would hope that some kind 
of public statement could be made. When in Kinshasa little more 
than a week earlier I had had the opportunity to discuss the state 
of US-Malagasy relations in some detail with Assistant Secretary 
Newsom and I was therefore very well briefed on current Washington 
thinking on the subject. 


I waited for the President to react; he did not. Given his silence, 
I said that I would convey his views to Washington and perhaps then 
we could meet further to discuss ways in which Washington's needs 
could be met. He still did not react. 


At this point I thought it wise to change tack a bit and reverted 
to the question of aid and assistance that he had raised. I reminded 
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him that we had been active in the aid field in the past. There 
had been an AID project for well drilling in the South as well 

as AID loans for telecommunications and for railway improvements. 
In fact, a GOMR request for additional financing for the latter 
project was now pending. At this point something triggered 
Tsiranana's train of though{ the temperature of the conversation 
roge and Tsiranana embarked on the only really emotional outburst 
of the entire meeting. 


The trouble with you Americans, he said--his voice rising as he 
shook his finger at me--was that we tried to lord it over the 

little countries. We bragged about how rich and how mightywe 

were and how what was Made in America was always the best. Yet 

we should realize that little countries too had their pride. 
Madagascar didn't need our aid, he said. He didn't care whether 
Madagascar never received a penny in aid from the United States. 

I attempted to interrupt, getting as far as "Mr. President, I..." 
when he waved me into silence. He told me to listen carefully to 
what he, "a little Head of State of a little country," was going to 
tell me, for it was good advice that I should always remember. And 
he said that he would illustrate it by a story. Before he became 
President he had lived for awhile in France. The United States had 
done much to aid France after the war. But Americans were not liked 
in France. Why? A Frenchman had told him why: Americans wouldn't 
drink French milk and instead brought in their milk from abroad because 
they thought that the French were dirty. (N.B. Well, he had me there, 
since in the fifties EUCOM did import Sterovita brand milk from 
Holland into France since French herds did then not meet US standards 
of tuberculin testing.) At this point I threw caution to the winds 
and tried to strike a blow for reason. I struck out, for he cut me 
off with a curt order to be quiet and to listen to him. Americans 
think that the French and everyone else who is not American are 
dirty and unsanitary, he continued. And sq we don't buy food from 
countries such as Madagascar. But France did; France bought a lot 
of food from Madagascar. So summing up, he said, we Americans 
should not look down our noses at the little countries, or lord it 
over them because of our wealth, or turn from them because we think 
they're dirty. Jf he gave me no other advice while I was in 
Madagascar he wanted me to heed this good counsel, he said, and sat 
back with contentment as if he had just handed down the tablets to 
Moses. 


Well! I took a deap breath, counted silently to ten, and then quietly 
informed him that I drank Malagasy milk (true) and liked it (false). 

I then recalled that the United States was the largest importer of 
LDC tropical produce in the world. While I did not dispute that the 
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French imported foodstuffs from Madagascar, I reminded him that 
the US was the second largest buyer of Malagasy coffee and also 
annually bought up most of Madagascar's vanilla crop. As for 

the rest of Madagascar's varied agricultural production, I 

could testify that my family and others in the Embassy ate the 
Malagasy rice and delighted in the wide range of fruits and vege- 
tables we found on the Tananarive market. This shut him up, and 
it was with a pronounced meekness that he recalled, yeS, the 
United States was a large buyer of Malagasy coffee. 


I then said that the President's remarks suggested that perhaps 
there had been a misunderstanding over something I had said 
earlier. I had alluded to aid which the United States had given to 
Madagascar in the past since he had alluded to the question of aid 
himself earlier. I wished to say that for obvious reasons it was 
understandable that the Embassy had not taken a very active or 
forthcoming position on aid matters during the period of strain in 
our governmental relations. And there was certainly no suspicion 
whatever in my mind that he was in any way linking the question of 
clearing the good name of the US with the possibility of then 
obtaining aid from the United States (though this is precisely what 
he had been hinting at earlier). He replied with feeling that this 
was indeed the case. He didn't care whether he received any aid 
from the United States. He was acting now to clear us because he 
had prayed to God for guidance and he now firmly believed that we 
were innocent. I said that I believed him. 


At this point Tsiranana again said that he was clearing the US 
because he had become convinced that I had been up to no wrongdoing. 
He said that I was a real friend of Madagascar and liked the Malagasy, 
and for this he liked me. He felt that if there had been continuing 
difficulties with the USG these had come from Washington rather than 
from me. (N.B. I wondered whether this remark could have been 
prompted by the briefing Ambassador Razafimbahiny gave him of the 
Washington scene, which the Ambassador might have wished to depict 
as a den of angry lions through which he, Razafimbahiny, had skill- 
fully and safely fought in defense of US-Malagasy relations in these 
troubled months.) I said I did not quite understand his thought and 
with some impatience he repeated his remarks. The meaning was no 
clearer to me but I let the matter drop. 


Once again I asked what we should do now. I said I would faithfully 
report his remarks to Washington and again suggested that perhaps we 
could meet again soon but I added that I knew Washington would want 
some kind of public action that would clear us. He still didn't 
nibble. I then recalled what I had told him in our conversation last 
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August, namely, US relations with Madagascar had been so friendly 
during the first decade of the country's independence under his 
wise leadership that in terms of US interests we could only wish 

he would live forever so that US-Malagasy relations would ever 
remain so close and productive. He was now embarking on a new 
seven year term of office after a brilliant electoral victory and 
now that the clouds had been removed US-Malagasy relations would 
again flourish with him still in office. (I became so wound up 
that I almost began to believe this drivel.) This led us back into 
an Alphonse-Gaston routine in which he began saying how much esteem 
he had for me, etc., etc. 


I was beginning to despair at this point and said that I hoped it 
would be possible for him at some point to issue a public state- 
ment clearing us. He might make such a statement or it could be 

made by one of his Ministers. I said that I had discussed the idea 
of such a public statement some time ago with his Secretary~General, 
Mr. Moreau, and Moreau had agreed with me that it should not be a 
difficult exercise to draft some kind of statement satisfactory to 
both sides. For that matter, I said, why not call in Fidelis right 
now? (I knew that Fidelis RAZAFIMAHEFA, Press Attache at the Presi- 
dency, would be at his usual post just outside the President's office, 
waiting to interview the caller when the meeting was over.) Tsiranana 
looked at me thoughtfully for awhile, then picked up the phone and 
asked Fidelis to step into his office which took all of ten seconds 
for Fidelis to accomplish. 


Tsiranana told Fidelis that the Americans were innocent of the charges 
made against them last year and he had called me in to inform me of 
this. Now he wished to make a statement. He then slowly dictated 

the first four sentences of the statement, pausing after each sentence. 
He then asked Fidelis to read it back to him. He sat silently for a 
few seconds more. Then he told Fidelis to go type it up. At this 
point I spoke up and said that it was a very good statement but per- 
haps he could usefully add a little bit more. Tsiranana looked over 
at me quizzically, thought a bit, then waved for Fidelis to take up 
his pencil again and proceeded to dictate the last three sentences 

of the statement. Fidelis then left the office. 


I told Tsiranana that I was sure that Washington would be very 
pleased with this statement. I said that I had always (?) had 
much admiration for him but after our meeting today I would go 
away with an infinitely greater admiration for him not only as a 
Head of State but, if he would permit me to speak out as a friend, 
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admiration for him as a person. The meeting seemed to have 
tired him for he didn't grasp the remark at first and I had 
to repeat it. I then took my leave. 


Outside the door to Tsiranana's office I met Fidelis again 

and asked him for the text of the statement. He said it was 
being typed and he would phone it to me at the Embassy. He 

did so at about 7:20 and told me that he had also just given 

the press release to the Malagasy Radio. The statement was just 
as Tsiranana had dictated it in my presence. Fidelis said that 
when the statement was typed up after my departure, he had 

shown it again to Tsiranana who had given it final approval. 

The Presidency press release was broadcast a few minutes later 
on the 7:30 PM news. 


nae. jmen 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCG 


y 6, 1972 


MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL HAIG’ 
FROM: Jeanne W. Da 


SUBJECT: Technology Triumphs in Tananarive 


In the interests of proportion, you should take 60 seconds to 
read the marked portion of the attached airgram from our 
Charge at Tananarive on the inauguration of the new earth 
station for satellite communication$, You will recall that we 
were approached to have the President participate in the 
inaugural phone call which we wisely turned down, 


Attachment 


The Following Pages Are the Best 
Available. 
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SUBJECT : TELECOMMUNICATIONS: The Day We Inaugurated the 
arth Station 


ae 


REF : a aa 


a SUMMARY---On April 8 President Tsiranana, with what passes here- “7 
abouts for pomp and ceremony, "inaugurated" successively a 
coaxial cab’. and raijiway communications link between Tananarive 
and Tamatave, an automatic telex exchange for Tananarive, and 
the new earth station for satellite telecommunications. We 
relive these glorious moments for the reader. 
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April 8 may have been a great day for telecommunications In 
Madagascar but it was a rather trving one of mixed emotions 

for those of us who had to turn out for the series of inaugur- 
ations. The Diplomatic Corps, which much of the time has to 
perform like trained seals, thus had another Saturday ruined. 
The day began at 8:30 AM when President Tsiranana inaugrated 
new comn nications facilities lini-ing Tananarive and the port 
city of Tamatave. These consist of a coaxial cable for tele~ 
phone and telex, 4 new automatic telex exchange in Tananarive, 
and new communications lines serving the railway between 
Tananarive and Tamatave. 4s nearly as one could deduce from 
the photo display, the coaxial link consists of two wires lying 
parallel in a ditch running from Tananarive to Tawatave and 
thus, so the Secretary of State for Telecommunications proudly 
revealed in a faltering speech, mekes the line impervious to 
damaze from-lightning, cyclones, and presumably just about 
every other kind of natural catastrophe except earthquakes 

of witch happily few occur in Madegascar. (But presumably 

not free from the ravages of man. At the NASA tracking station 
thieves have dug an some of the underground cabling in order to 
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ie. the copper and so we-Wwill welcome the competitive dis-~ 
08 of all that copper now lying between here and Tamatave.) 


oe ad rerete to the Secretary of State, a representative of the 
French contractor spoke and as climax President Tsiranana quickly 
and without apparent difficulty read through his short speech in 
french and then extemporized briefly in Malagasy saying little 
gore,.we understand, than what he said in'’French and which does 
not here bear recording for posterity. There, was.no ribbon-~ 
cutting or any other of the ceremonial that goes with the usual 
inauguration, though afterwards Tsiranana did stand by and see 


|. a telex message of congratulations arrive from the French Minister 


of. PTT. in Paris who, some of us like to think, was standing up 
chere-poking out the’ ‘personalized message himself. The whole 

| ceremony,. incidentally, took place in the main hall of Tananarive's’ 
: railway station which is not the most ‘beauteous or dignified of 

halls’ even under the best of circumstances. 


iranana’ stood by at the Gare pueaeniessty waiting for his 
: See ea the Minister in Paris, the Diplomatic Corps and the . 
ere the trained seals were excused, dashed for their vehicles 
- gaced. off to try to beat the President. to the next inauguration. 
“he “President | traveled. by helicoptor while the rest of us ran an 
| stssacle course over the. fifty kilometers to Arivonimamo, _@ narrow - 
peace toad: Teading pase the. NASA. station and at EN eEY turn ciel 


her, Miguces © Tt. ds. ‘a wonder” that more. pebas are ‘not slaughtered on: 

ace highway; for, the. zebu likes the center of. the road, does. not: 
hérne: t “gound:, and. steers slowly. Miraculously’ all guésts 
rece Ari voniniamo safely: ‘and at. last report all zebus had made 
a ug ‘to, ‘Tananarive. cat 
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-Spedkers at the Arivoniman :eremony consisted of the Deputy-Mayor 
cf arivonimamo, who played it for laughs and had the crowd in 
stitches with a long string of witticisms in rapidly delivered 
Malagesy of which most of the nuances escaped otr untrained ear. 
Next came the Chief of Province of Tananarive who won strong 
applause for his brevity. The Secretary of State for Telecommuni- 
cations faltered through yet another speech in what was obviously 
one of the great days of his long career; he is a bit senile and 
most of us were concerned that the wind might whip from his hands 
the text of his prepared speech and thus confront him with one 

of the worst days of his long career. But he held on tight, his 
eyesight didn't fail, and he made it safely off the podium. He 
was followed by Vice President Lechat, Minister of Public Works 
and Telecomrunications, who said that the station had cost 900 
million FMG, the greater part of which had been provided by a FAC 
loan. The Made (and financed) in France label on the station won 
for French Ambassador Plantey the playing of the Marseillaise as 
he arrived with the President, a seat beside Mrs. Tsiranana during 
‘the ceremony, and the honor of speaking after Lechat. In his 
usual ho-hum manner Plantey breezed through his speech with the 
usual boredom he displays over all the largesse that France dis-— 
penses in Madagascar and which unfortunately cuts into his 
Saturday spare time too. He was ungentlenanly enough to correct 
Lechat in saying that the station had really cost 1,150 million 
FMG when certain "related" expenses were also taken into account. 


President Tsiranana was again anchor man, unburdening himself 

first of a prepared speech in French that was a trifle longer than 
that which he had earlier given in the railway station at Tananarive 
and in which he expressed suitable thanks to France for making the 
new ezrth station possible. Once the prepared speech was over 
Tsiranana lapsed as usual into his extempcraneous Malagasy delivery, 
induiging in the kind of squealing, mugging presentation that has 
recentivy caused a few raised eyebrows among those worried about 

the lucidity and dignity of the Head of State. As to what he 

said in Malagasy even the French-language press didn't think it 
worth reporting. The President of the Malagasy Academy afterwards 
remarked to us only that Tsiranana had spoken in Tsimihety dialect 
and that the squeals were...er, well...sometimes commonplace in 

the speech of boisterous people from that region. (The Egyptian 
Charge sclemnly asked us what the presidential squeals signified 

in Malagnaay, and we solemniy confided that we would first have to 
consult our French-Malagasy dictionary. The Charge's report to 
Cairo is likely to make interesting reading.) We don't know what 
prompted Tsiranana to speak in Tsimihety when several hundred 
Merlra peasants from Arivonimamo and the surrounding countryside 
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agtgr the speectmaking Tsiranana unveiled a commemorative plaque 
inside the station as eight hundred people tried to cram into a 
space that comfortably could hold twenty-five. Then with other 
guests he watched, but not too long, the memorable program 
which was being picked up live via satellite from French TV--a 
cartoon and ther a variety program in which Mireille Mathieu 
warbled some sorg which did not remain fixed long in the memory. 
Strategically placed TV monitors inside and outside the building 
umabled the guests to see all this in black and white as well as 
in glorious living color. Someone remarked that what France as 
well as Madagascar needed was good, old-fashioned commercial 
television, 


Th 


the climax of the ceremony was to be-~you guessed it--a telephone 
conversation between President Tsiranana and French President 
Pompidou via satellite. As the guests milled about outside wait- 
ing for the historic conversation to take place, interest wandered 
wetween the TV monitors where the variety program from French TV 
went on interminably and the loudspeakers from which periodically 
| »#sued the familiar sounds of two long distance telephone opera- 
_— | rors trying to get together. It was a bit comforting to learn that 
pS «ven two Heads of State can be but pawns in the hands of telephone 
7 : “perators, who seem to be the impersonal same the world over. One 
pe. | feit a little embarrassed for President Tsiranana when twice the 

| . operator said, "I have aregistered youra call and you willa be 

a when it is youra turn.'"’ Finally we heard the Paris operator 

trying. to get through to the Elysee palace and then it seemed as 
O28 she lost the call. (Little wonder, since the press later re- 
= | -. dorted that Pompidou took the call at his country home at Cajarc 
= {> si seutherm France.) After more breathless waiting we heard the . 
|. “¥<enchoperator ask if President Pompidou was at the other end of 
the: Line ready to take a call from Tananarive and then the familiar 


varitone: voice of the French head of state was heard to say-— 
Maa Ra, , 
ne adhe . 
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re is not often that. ‘one has the opportunity of ea setrenrtp ng on 
ers -phone- conversation between two Heads of ‘State an penis Pstoric 


1 "tenanarive, you have your party. Go: saneaes please." 


oe 


ig Be - exchange is. certainly. worth, recording: to the best of our recollec-. 
Rg 4 ; aon, | subject: to ‘some Sumbarizing dn ‘the ae of the conversation. 
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» Fownidou: "Allo." 
Pause. 
Tsiranana: "ALLO!" 


Pompidou: "ALLO!" 


Tsiranana: "I want to speak to President Pompidou." 
Pompidou: "This is President Pompidou." 
“""""Tsiranana: “ALLOL _I want to speak..." 


Pompidou: "This IS President Pompidou!" 


Tsiranana: "Ah"...pause..."President Pompidou? This is 
President Tsiranana, phoning from Tananarive. I 
want to thank you for the station, this spucnik (sic)." 


Pompidou: aabis was but another mark of the close cooperation that 
/§éteeen our two countries." 


Tsiranana: "Yes, yes...Wien are you coming to Tananarive? TI know 
that you have promised to come next year, but could you 
come this year?" 


Pompidou: "As you know, I have scheduled a trip to Tananarive next 
- year and look forward to it very much. How is your 
| health?" 
Tsiranana: "Not too bad. I wish you good health, you, Mrs. 


Pompidou, and all the French. Yes, good health...." 
Pompidou: “Thank you, Mr. President. And good health to you toc.” 
Tsiranana: "Yes, good health to you." ...Long pause..."Well, I 
am very grateful for the station and for all that 


France is doin; for us." 


Ponrpidou: "Yes, thank you." ii.Long pause..."I hope you are 
well." 


{Tsiranana: "Yes, I'm well, thank you. And you?" 
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’ o * 
Pompiden: "Fine, thank you.”...Very long pause. 
cae 


Tsiranana: "Well, it was good talking with you." 

Pompideu: "Yes." 

Tsiranana: "I have enjoyed it very much here at our new station." 
Pompidou: "Yes." Very long pause. "Well, good-bye." 

Tsiranana: "Yes, good-bye." 

Pompidou: "Good-bye." And Pompidou hung up. 


After the emotion-packed moments of his telephone conversation with 
the French President, Tsiranana moved out to that area on the sta- 
tion grounds were the open-air buffet lunch was to be served. 
Arriving near the tent where the head table was laid out the Presi- 
dent, we are told, apparently became solicitous of the state of his 
bladder, especially as discreet retreat back to the restrooms at 
the station was cut off by the hungry horde following close behind 
the presidential party. In an excellent display of close order 
drill members of tie Malagasy armed forces maneuvered to form a 
tight circle obscucing the presidencial person from the gaze of 
curious onlookers. Shortly afterwards the circle parted and a 
greatly relieved President proceeded to take his place at the head 
table and began eating. The President was not seen to wash his 
hands. : 


During the luncheon (which was not a gastronomic first) Malagasy 

folk dancers swayed spiritlessly in the hot sun, succeeding 

only in distracting the all too few waiters. Fortunately, } 
Tsiranana left early, probably to go fire the local telephone 

operator. 
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Oh, we almost forgot to mention: the station is named the 
"Philibert Tsiranana Station." 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 31520 


August 16, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The President concurs with your opinion and 
has requested that you inform the Government 
of the Malagasy Republic that the appointment 
of Apolinaire Andriatsiafajato as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
Malagasy Republic to the United States would 
be agreeable to the Government of the United 
States. 


A 


Henry A. Kissinger 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE 


The Fresident concurs with your opinion aad 
has requested thet vos inform the Geveramsnt 
of Apolinatse Andristeiatajate a Arbasceder 
Malagasy Repeblic to the United Sates woald 


Henry 4. Klesinger 


FERonden: mm. 
August 13, 1971 


ce: Office of Chief of Pratecol 
General Haig 
NSC Files w/incoming 
WH Files (Reberte) w incoming 
Central Files w/incoming 
HAK Chron. 
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 
August 12, 1971 


Dear Mr. President: 


The Government of the Malagasy Republic has 
inquired whether our Government agrees to the 
appointment of Apolinaire Andriatsiafajato as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Malagasy Republic to the United States. A 
biography of Mr. Andriatsiafajato is enclosed. 

A thorough review of United States Government 
records reveals no grounds for objection. This 
nomination has been held in abeyance since early 
June because of our suspicion that it might have 
had a relationship to the Malagasy Government's 
request for Ambassador Marshall's recall. It is 
clear that the nomination is merely part of an 
overall rotation of Malagasy ambassadors. 


I believe this appointment would be satis- 
factory. If you concur, I shall be pleased to 
inform the Government of the Malagasy Republic. 


Respectfully, 


William P. Rogers 


Enclosure: 
Biography. 


The President, 
The White House, 
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ITEM REMOVED FROM THIS FILE FOLDER 


A RESTRICTED DOCUMENT OR CASE FILE HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM 
THIS FILE FOLDER. FOR A DESCRIPTION OF THE ITEM REMOVED 
AND THE REASON FOR ITS REMOVAL, CONSULT DOCUMENT ENTRY 
NUMBER Lhe ON EITHER THE DOCUMENT WITHDRAWAL RECORD 
(GSA FORM 7279 OR NA FORM 1421) OR NARA WITHDRAWAL SHEET 


(GSA FORM 7122) LOCATED IN THE FRONT OF THIS FILE FOLDER. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
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August 13, 1971 


FOR: Jeanne Davis 
FROM: Marshall Wright Ww 
SUBJECT: Agrement - Apolinaire Andriatsiafajato - Ambassador 


to the US from Malagasy 


Attached is a memorandum from Dr. Kissinger to the Secretary 
of State concurring in the appointment of Apolinaire Andriatsiafajato 
as Ambassador of the Malagasy Republic to the United States. 


Attachment 
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ot MEMORANDUM Se 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
SECRET 
- 4 June 29, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 
FROM: MARSHALL WRIGHT IW 


SUBJECT: Meeting Between the President and 
Ambassador Anthony Marshall, 
Thursday, June 24, 1971 at 11:15 a.m. ° 


The President greeted Ambassador Marshall warmly and observed that 
he had been having a pretty rough time lately, an allusion to the 
Malagasy Government's request that Ambassador Marshall be with- 
drawn from his assignment as Ambassador to that government. Marshall 
confirmed that the last several weeks had been very trying ones for him 
personally. The President said that he understood Marshall had been 
doing a very good job in Madagascar and was not in any way responsible 
for the current difficulties. The President said he understood the French 
had been behind the Malagasy moves against our Embassy. : ; 


Marshall.said that he was convinced that was the case. He added, 
however, ‘that he did not think the French had intended the thing to go 
as far as it did. He believed that the French had implicated us with 
fallen Vice’ President Resampa in the hopes of cooling the relationship 
between the U.S. and the Malagasy Republic lest U.S. private interests 
become seriously competitive with the dominant French position in 
Madagascar. Marshall believed that President Tsiranana, wh® is old 


and sick, had reacted more strongly to the "evidence" against the 


American Embassy than the French had anticipated. ok 


The President then asked what Ambassador Marshall's personal plans 
were. Marshall said that his wish was to continue to serve the Adminis- 
tration, preferably abroad. He said he had expressed this desire to the 


State Department and was discussing possibilities with-them. The President 


said that Marshall was one of the few people who was genuinely interested 


wae ae nny 


CBee es 6 ce 


SECRET 2 


in working in Africa and asked if Marshall wanted another African post. 
Marshall said he thought that the CIA aspect of the current problems 
with Madagascar would make it imprudent to go to, another African post. 
Marshall Wright confirmed this view, and the President agreed. The 
President then asked what sort of post Marshall was thinking of, and 
Marshall responded that he was thinking of a European post or possibly 
Australia. The President said he thought that was a good idea and hoped 
that it could be worked out to Ambassador Marshall's satisfaction. The 
President suggested that Ambassador Marshall get in touch with Peter 
Flanigan and tell Flanigan of his desires and of this conversation with 
the President. 


There was a brief discussion of the mission to Madagascar and Ambassador 
Marshall and Marshall Wright spelled out for the President the general 

line which the mission would be taking in trying to resolve the current 
impasse, The President expressed his general approval of the strategy 
and his hope that the mission would be successful in restoring good 
relations with Madagascar and removing from Ambassador Marshall's 
record any suspicion of improper conduct. The meeting lasted approxi- 
mately eight minutes. Marshall Wright of the NSC Staff was present 
throughout the meeting. 
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= Date: June 25, 1971 Time: 2:00 p.m, 
FOR ACTION: Marshall Wright cc (for information): 
NSC 


FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 
DUE: Date: June 30, 1971 Time: 5.00 p.m. 


SUBJECT: 


Report for the President's File on his meeting with Ambassador 
Anthony Marshall on Thursday, June 24, 1971 at 11:15 a.m, 


ACTION REQUESTED: 


_*X _ For Necessary Action _..... For Your Recommendations 


2 


____ Prepare Agenda and Brief __... Draft Reply 


Drait Remarks 


REMARKS: ' vs te 


____. For Your Comments 


PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 


If you have any questions or if you anticipate a Pe eee ae ae 
delay in submitiing the required material, please JON M. HUNTSMAN 
telephone the Staff Secretary immedictely. ' For the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


MEMORANDUM FOR: ALEX BUTTERFIELD 


FROM: AL HAIG CG 


As requested in the memorandum from the Staff Secretary at 
Tab B, attached is a MemCon for the President's Files of his 
meeting with Ambassador Marshall on June 24, 


SECRET ATTACHMENT 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
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sEMORANDUM 4 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


SECRET 


ae | ae June 29, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT'S FILE 
FROM: MARSHALL WRIGHT 


SUBJECT: Meeting Between the President and 
Ambassador Anthony Marshall, 
Thursday, June 24, 1971 at 11:15 a.m. 


The President greeted Ambassador Marshall warmly and observed that 
he had been having a pretty rough time lately, an allusion to the 

Malagasy Government's request that Ambassador Marshall be with- 
drawn from his assignment as Ambassador to that government. Marshall 
confirmed that the last several weeks had been very trying ones for him 
personally. The President said that he understood Marshall had been 
doing a very good job in Madagascar and was not in any way responsible 
for the current difficulties. The President said he understood the French 
had been behind the Malagasy moves against our Embassy. ‘ ; 


Marshall.said that he was convinced that was the case. He added, 
however, ‘that he did not think the French had intended the thing to go 
as far as it did. He believed that the French had implicated us with 
fallen Vice’ President Resampa in the hopes of cooling the relationship 
between the U.S. and the Malagasy Republic lest U.S. private interests 
! become seriously competitive with the dominant French position in 
Madagascar. Marshall believed that President Tsiranana, wh®% is old | 
-and sick, had reacted more strongly to the ''evidence'' against the , 
' American Embassy than the French had anticipated. ‘ . 


The President then asked what “Ambassador Marshall's personal plans 

were. Marshall said that his wish was to continue to serve the Adminis - 

| tration, preferably abroad. He said he had expressed this desire to the 
State Department and was discussing possibilities with-them. The President 
said that Marshall was one of the few people who was genuinely interested 
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in working in Africa and asked if Marshall wanted another African post. 
Marshall said he thought that the CIA aspect of the current problems 
with Madagascar would make it imprudent to go to,another African post. 
Marshall Wright confirmed this view, and the President agreed. The 
President then asked what sort of post Marshall was thinking of, and 
Marshall responded that he was thinking of a European post or possibly 
Australia. The President said he thought that was a good idea and hoped 
that it could be worked out to Ambassador Marshall's satisfaction. The 
President suggested that Ambassador Marshall get in touch with Peter 
Flanigan and tell Flanigan of his desires and of this conversation with 
the President. 


There was a brief discussion of the mission to Madagascar and Ambassador 
Marshall and Marshall Wright spelled out for the President the general 

line which the mission would be taking in trying to resolve the current 
impasse. The President expressed his general approval of the strategy 
and his hope that the mission would be successful in restoring good 
relations with Madagascar and removing from Ambassador Marshall's 
record any suspicion of improper conduct. The meeting lasted approxi- 
mately eight minutes. Marshall Wright of the NSC Staff was present 
throughout the meeting. 
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FROM: Marshall weet yd i peal? 


SUBJECT: Talker for Ambassador Marshall's Meeting with 
the President on Thursday, June 24, at 11:15 a.m. 


Here is the talker for Tony Marshall's call on the President. I 
understand that Iam to accompany him. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE (29130) 


WASHINGTON 


June 21, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR DWIGHT CHAPIN 


co ieee 
FROM: AL HAIG “WS _- 
pe Oe 
SUBJECT: Request for Appointment with President for Anthony 


Marshall, U.S. Ambassador to Madagascar 


Jeanne Davis informs me that the initial request for this appointment has 
been turned down. There have been some new developments on this 
matter which I think justify my putting ina reclama for this meeting. 


As you know, Madagascar President Tsiranana sent a special mission 
here to try to resolve the crisis in our relations, That mission was 
unsuccessful, but did result in an agreement to send a mission from here 
to Madagascar. The mission consists of David Newsom, Assistant 
Secretary of State for African Affairs, and Marshall Wright of the NSC 
staff. 


We now have the Malagasy blinking. They have agreed that Ambassador 
Marshall can return to Madagascar for a normal leave-taking. They have 
also agreed to postpone the PNGing of our five Embassy officers at least 
until after our mission to Madagascar. One of the effective tools we 

have going for us in this mess is the belated Madagascar recognition that 
Tony Marshall was a political appointee with a "personal relationship"! 
with President Nixon, I believe that a brief meeting with the President, 
reflected on the President's calendar released to the press, will be of 
assistance in resolving this matter successfully. 


In addition I want to point out that Marshall who was a substantial campaign 
contributor, having been unjustly treated in this whole matter by the 
Malagasy, is feeling somewhat bruised. He, consequently, might feel 

that his inability to see the President was a result of his involvement in 
these unfortunate events. 

I, therefore, resubmit the request for a brief appointment with the Presi- 
dent (10 minutes is plenty) and urge that the appointment be given for some 
day this week, The mission to Madagascar leaves this Saturday. 


Dispabda @ WSS AsTure eT. 


, MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE (29130) 
WASHINGTON 


June 17, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR DWIGHT CHAPIN 
FROM: Marshall Wright \ 


SUBJECT: Tony Marshall's Request to See the President 


I understand that in considering this request Bob Haldeman wants specific 
information on what Marshall wants to say to the President. Marshall 
tells me that he wishes the meeting for the following purposes: 


1, Briefly to explain personally to the President the circumstances 
surrounding his expulsion from Madagascar and the state of US-Madagascar 
relations as of the time the appointment takes place. 


2. To express to the President Marshall's desire for another mission 
abroad, a matter which is now under consideration at the Department of 
State. 


Comment: 


Marshall is a person of discretion and judgment and I am sure we need not 
have the slightest concern that he will try to press the President into a 
decision on his future, or otherwise so comport himself as to make the 
appointment awkward or distasteful for the President. He takes his position 
as the President's personal representative seriously, and wants the meeting, 
I believe, as an indication that he has not fallen from grace because of this 
incident. In view of the fact that he is in no wise at fault that seems 
appropriate, 


As to his future, he wishes only to express to the President his general hope 
for another post and will not go beyond that. 


NSC~29130 


June 23, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Mr. Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 


SUBJECT: Presidential Appointment for Ambassador 
Marshall (8264) 


This is to confirm our telephone notification that the President 
will see Ambassador Marshall on Thursday, June 24 at 11:15 AM 
for ten minutes. 


[ 
Jeanne W. Davis 
Staff Secretary 


ec; Mr. Wright 


MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


MEMORANDUM FOR AL HAIG 
FROM: Marshall Wright 


SUBJECT: Reclama on Request fof an Appointment with the 
President for Tony Marshall 


The earlier request for this/appointment has been turned down. The 
attached memo is self-explanatory and repeats our request that the 
President have a brief, 40 minutes at the most, meeting with Marshall. 
I think this is particul#rly desirable now that we have a mission headed 
for Madagascar. Marshall's meeting with the President will mean 
nothing to anyone else, but will speak eloquently to the Malagasy 
officials with whom we are trying to resolve things. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the attached memo to Dwight Chapin. 


MEMORANDUM 
THE WHITE HOUSE rai (29130) 
WASHINGTON 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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Wu June 7, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR HRNRY A. KISSINGER 2 
, 

FROM: Marshall Wright 

SUBJECT: Tony Marshall's Request to See the President 

Attached is a self-explanatory memo to the President informing him 

of Marshall's desire for an appointment and recommending his 

approval of such a meeting. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you initial the memo to the President at Tab A. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY KISSINGER = 


FROM: Marshall Wri 


~~ ae, 7 
SUBJECT: Mission to Madagascar awe (f- 
A 


We have a crisis in our relations with Madagascar. They h¢#ve expelled 
our Ambassador and have PNG'd five members of our seven-officer stafi,. 
Their President has written ours explaining this action was made necessary 
by our Embassy's interference in Malagasy politics. This is tied into the 
arrest of the Madagascar Vice President on charges of collusion with an 
unnamed foreign power. 


There is no basis for the charges, and it seems that the French caused this 
whole crisis, probably by giving Tsiranana forged documents implicating 
our Ambassador with his Vice President. 


Their President sent a mission to President Nixon to resolve the problem. 
Their mission was received by Alex Johnson ''on behalf of the President". 
They offered no evidence. Alex insisted on seeing it, and offered to send 
a mission to their President to try to resolve the whole affair. This 
morning, the Madagascar President agreed to receive such a mission. 


To my great surprise, Alex Johnson wants to send me, along with David 
Newsom, as the mission. I have told them that I cannot even discuss it 
without authorization from you. 


The arguments for my going are: 


(1) it will underline the importance which we attach to this matter, an 
essential if we are to get an acceptable resolution from the Malagasy. 


(2) It will underline the President's interest. The Malagasy apparently 
did not know that Tony Marshall was a political appointee and have been 
seriously shaken by reports that Tony Marshall has a personal relationship 
with the President. It is probably this factor, more than any other, which 
accounts for their sudden flexibility on the issue. 


(3) Iam more tough minded on this matter than anyone in State, except 
Alex Johnson, and will be a useful counterbalance to Newsom's ''sweep it 
under the rug" instincts. 


The arguments against my going are: 


(1) "White House involvement.'' I think this is more apparent than real. 
It doesn't matter to anyone else and so far as the Malagasy are concerned 
this is already very much of a President-to-President matter. 


(2) It would involve my absence for perhaps a week during the end of 
June or early July. The only item of importance which might come up during 
that time is Chirep. I leave it to you whether there is much more of a con-~ 
tribution I can make to thatissue. I do not think this trip would involve 
delaying the Law of the Sea or the Horn of Africa NSSMs. 


I am totally permissive on this. It would be fun, and I think it does make 
sense to have a White House staffer on the mission in this particular instance. 
However, I am not at the moment feeling any particular travel itch and if 

you want me to say ''nix'' I will do so without much reluctance. 


r/ 
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MEMORANDUM 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
SECRET INFORMA TION 


June 17, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A, KISSINGER 


FROM: Marshall Wright [fe 
SUBJECT: Mission to Mad 


agascar 


Our cable on the mission served its purpose. Malagasy President 
Tsiranana has now agreed to suspend the departure of our PNG'd 
Embassy officials and has also agreed to Ambassador Marshall's 
return to Tananarive for normal leave-taking. The Malagasy Foreign 
Minister has also agreed that Malagasy officials will attend Marshall's 
farewell reception etc. In short, we are now getting a decent, and 
almost normal, face put on Marshall's departure from Madagascar. 


This means that we have accomplished one half plus of our terms for 

a return to normal relations. Our terms were Marshall's return and 
normal leave-taking, and the withdrawal of the PNGing of our five 
employees. Now that they have postponed the PNGing, I suspect the 
mission will be able to get them to cancel that action altogether. As 
you know, the Malagasy have never publicly identified us as the culprit 
and once an appearance of normality has been restored, normality 
itself has been restored. Our problems here stem almost entirely 
from the fact that President Tsiranana is a very old and sick man, It 
is he alone who has caused this crisis to the acute embarrassment of his 
ministers. We are not, therefore, in this instance faced with dealing 
with a hostile government or society, but with enabling a foolish but 
powerful old man to change his mind without too much humiliation. 


J 604 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
CONFIDENTIAL 


ACTION 


June 17, 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER 


FROM: Marshall Wright fw 


SUBJECT: Mission to Madagascar Alen’ aoe 


Attached is a cable which State wishes to send to Tananarive agreeing to 
send a mission to discuss the current crisis in our relations, provided 

we are correct in assuming that they agree to defer the departure of our 
five PNG'd officers pending the forthcoming talks. Your approval of this 


cable would constitute approval] of the dispatch of the mission to Madagascar. 


It would not, of course, commit us in any way in terms of my being a 
member of that mission. I have sent you a separate memo on that subject. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you clear the attached cable. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington, D.C, 20520 


June ll, 1971 


CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Madagascar Problem: Special Malagasy 
Envoy Returns ‘Home to Report to 
President Tsiranana 


In his second meeting with Under Secretary 
Johnson Friday, special Malagasy envoy Rabenoro said 
he was returning immediately to Tananarive to report 
directly to President Tsiranana. He promised to 
transmit our request that we be allowed to examine 
the evidence against Ambassador Marshall and his 
staff. He reiterated, however, his Government's 
belief that it would be better for all concerned 
if we were to accept their proposed solution of 
reciprocal recalls on "consultation" of respective 
ambassadors and staff members. 


Ambassador Johnson told Rabenoro that the con- 
tents of Tsiranana's letter to the President further 
bewilders us in this perplexing affair. Tsiranana's 
letter accuses Ambassador Marshall of being an active 
CIA agent, and calls into question President Nixon's 
Sincerity in sending Marshall to Madagascar. On the 
other hand, when Marshall was originally proposed as 
Ambassador, and in our most recent conversations in 
Tananarive and Washington, the Malagasy emphasized 
they had nothing against Marshall's conduct. Ambas- 
sador Johnson said this confused picture of Malagasy 
feelings toward Marshall makes it difficult for the 
President to reply to the letter, and he felt, more- 
over, that the President would be disturbed by the 
content of the letter. 


Ambassador Johnson also gave Rabenoro two further 


suggestions to take back with him. The Department would 
be willing to recommend to the President that a special 


CONFIDENTIAL 


& os 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ay 


American envoy be sent to Madagascar to discuss the 
problem directly with Tsiranana. Alternatively, both 
governments might turn to a distinguished African leader 
we both trust--someone like Mobutu of the Congo--to 
provide good offices. It was emphasized that these 
suggestions do not necessarily exclude our initial 
request we be allowed to examine the evidence, but 

are to be considered supplementary. 


Ambassador Johnson also suggested that while both 
sides are working together to find a solution to the 
problem, the demand that the five Embassy staff members 
leave no later than June 21 be postponed. It would be 
much easier to work toward a mutually acceptable solution 
without this close deadline staring us in the face. 


Mr. Rabenoro promised to transmit these comments 
and suggestions faithfully and accurately to President 
Tsiranana. We are instructing Embassy Paris to tell 
the French about the two further suggestions for reaching 
a solution, and we are alerting Embassy Kinshasa to the 
possibility President Mobutu might be requested to act 
as a friendly mediator in this affair. 


Rabenoro expressed disappointment that he would 
not be taking back with him a reply to President 
Tsiranana's letter. Ambassador Johnson's expression of 
bewilderment and dismay at the letter's contradiction of 
all other statements we have heard, as well as its 
accusatory tone, should have made it evident to the 
Malagasy why a reply was not immediately forthcoming. 
The Department recommends that the President's reply 
to Tsiranana be held in abeyance until we have a further 
reaction from Tananarive. 
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Theodoye L. Eliot, 
Executive Secretafy 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Washington, D.C, 20520 


June 3, 1971 
SECRET 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Arrival of Special Envoy from 
President of Madagascar 


Transmitted herewith is a letter from the Malagasy 
Ambassador announcing the arrival on June 4 of a special 
envoy from the President of Madagascar. The letter 
requests that the envoy be received by President Nixon 
for the delivery of a personal message during the week 
of June 7. We have been informed the envoy is being 
sent to explain the circumstances behiind President 
Tsiranana's demand that Ambassador Marshall and five 
other Embassy personnel be withdrawn. As you are aware, 
the Government of Madagascar has so far been unwilling 
to provide any details or evidence in support of its 
allegations that the American Embassy in Tananarive has 
interfered in internal Malagasy affairs. The visit 
could provide our first opportunity to learn what the 
GOM believes to be the basis for this unfortunate affair. 


The Department does not recommend that the envoy 
see the President. We believe in the interests of our 
longer term relations with Madagascar he should be 
received in the Department in the name of the President. 
The Department proposes that the special envoy be 
received by Deputy Under Secretary Johnson and Assistant 
Secretary Newsom. Secretary Johnson would inform the 
envoy that in view of the unfortunate circumstances 
surrounding Ambassador Marshall's departure, it will not 
be possible for President Nixon to receive him, and that 
Secretaries Johnson and Newsom had been designated by 
the President to review the evidence he has been charged 


SECRET 


SECRET 
22 


to present. After the presentation, Assistant Secretary 
Newsom would be available to discuss the evidence in 
greater detail if necessary. 


In this manner, we would be able to demonstrate 
clearly that the United States Government is deeply 
distressed by the Malagasy Government's detrimental 
actions, is still desirous of restoring satisfactory 
relations, and seeks the hard information we have lacked 


to date. 
Mak, 
6 LU oh 
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
Attachment: 


Translation of Letter from 
Malagasy Ambassador 


SECRET 


Translation 


June 2, 1971 
The Honorable William P. Rogers 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 


Mr. Secretary of State: 


I have the honor to bring it to your attention that I 
just have been advised of the imminent arrival in 
Washington, D.C. of a personal envoy of Mr. Philibert 
Tsiranana, President of the Malagasy Republic, bearing 

a message of the greatest importance, destined personally 
for his Excellency Mr. Richard Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, 


I would be greatly obliged if you would intercede with 
the White House to arrange an appointment any time on 
or after June 7, 1971, during which this message could 
be transmitted to its illustrious addressee. 


The name, titles, and the date of arrival of the special 
envoy of the Malagasy President will be communicated to 
you. 


In thanking you for your benevolent intercession, I ask 
you to accept, Mr. Secretary, the assurances of my very 
great esteem. 


Jules A. Razafimbahiny 
Ambassador 
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